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In The Economics of Agricultural Develop¬ 
ment John Mellor presents an encouraging an¬ 
swer to an increasingly important question: 
How can agriculture assume a larger and 
more vigorous role in the economic de¬ 
velopment of low-income nations? 

He analyzes the many ways in which agricul¬ 
ture can promote the broad objectives of eco¬ 
nomic progress. 

Q He determines, by breaking down the com¬ 
ponents of traditional peasant agriculture 
as finely as possible, the optimum points 
for investment of capital and trained man¬ 
power. 

# He points out the need for new approaches 
to land reform, food production, private 
versus public ownership, and other emo¬ 
tionally charged issues. 

# He examines land clearance, price fixing, 
transportation, education, imports and ex¬ 
ports, agricultural machinery, labor, con¬ 
sumer goods as incentives, and other 
central topics in terms of one underlying 
question — 

Where Will Investment Produce 
The Greatest Result? 

Dr. Mellor acknowledges that vast differ¬ 
ences in physical, economic, political, and cul¬ 
tural factors make it impossible to arrive at 
universally applicable answers. Nonetheless, he 
offers clear guide lines for tailoring agricul¬ 
tural programs to specific conditions. 

It is not enough that agriculture meet the 
minimum needs of growing numbers of hungry 
people in low-income nations. Agriculture can 
and must assume a larger role in national eco¬ 
nomic development. The Economics of Agri¬ 
cultural Development suggests the many ways 
it can do so. 
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